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Idaho	  Wine	  Industry	  Celebrates	  Booming	  Economic	  Impact	  
Idaho	  wine	  industry	  had	  a	  total	  of	  $169.3	  million	  impact	  in	  2013	  

	  
BOISE,	  ID—The	  Idaho	  Wine	  industry	  is	  officially	  evolving	  from	  its	  state	  of	  infancy.	  An	  impact	  

study	  from	  Stonebridge	  Research	  Group	  was	  completed	  in	  2014,	  yielding	  it	  the	  most	  productive	  

year	  the	  Idaho	  wine	  industry	  has	  seen	  to	  date.	  	  In	  2012,	  about	  179,000	  wine	  cases	  were	  bottled;	  

in	  2013,	  it	  jumped	  to	  over	  234,000	  cases.	  "The	  fact	  that	  the	  wine	  industry	  brought	  nearly	  $170	  

million	  to	  Idaho's	  economy	  is	  a	  testament	  to	  the	  hard	  work	  of	  our	  local	  winemakers	  and	  

wineries,	  says	  Jeff	  Sayer,	  director	  of	  Idaho	  Department	  of	  Commerce.	  “Local	  support	  is	  key	  to	  

having	  a	  successful	  wine	  industry	  and	  local	  restaurants	  and	  Idahoans	  are	  becoming	  the	  biggest	  

cheerleaders	  for	  Idaho	  wine.	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  seeing	  this	  industry	  continue	  to	  thrive	  and	  grow."	  	  

	  

Many	  statements	  are	  made	  about	  the	  growth	  of	  the	  Idaho	  wine	  industry,	  now	  the	  numbers	  are	  

backing	  it	  up,	  according	  to	  the	  Idaho	  Wine	  Commission	  Executive	  Director,	  Moya	  Dolsby,	  “The	  

numbers	  don’t	  lie	  and	  are	  backing	  up	  what	  we’ve	  been	  saying	  for	  years”	  continues	  Dolsby,	  “It’s	  

evident	  how	  far	  our	  industry	  has	  progressed	  and	  we’re	  still	  growing	  and	  evolving.”	  The	  number	  

of	  wineries	  also	  boomed.	  In	  2002	  there	  were	  11	  wineries,	  currently	  Idaho	  is	  home	  to	  51	  

wineries.	  	  

	  

The	  number	  of	  growing	  wineries	  also	  means	  more	  employment	  opportunities	  for	  Idahoans.	  Over	  

1,200	  full-‐time	  positions	  were	  filled	  in	  2013	  and	  additional	  part-‐time	  positions	  are	  available	  

during	  heightened	  seasonal	  times,	  such	  as	  harvest.	  Steve	  Meyer,	  owner	  of	  Pend	  d’Oreille	  Winery	  

has	  seen	  it	  first	  hand.	  “At	  Pend	  d’Oreille	  Winery,	  we	  grew	  our	  employment	  by	  50%	  last	  year	  in	  

both	  production	  and	  sales,”	  says	  Meyer.	  “We	  are	  optimistic	  that	  with	  the	  growing	  recognition	  of	  

Idaho	  produced	  wines,	  we	  can	  grow	  that	  even	  further	  as	  demand	  for	  our	  products	  grows.”	  	  

	  

Not	  only	  is	  the	  wine	  industry	  growing	  but	  the	  national	  recognition	  for	  Idaho’s	  quality	  wine	  as	  

well.	  Multiple	  Idaho	  wineries	  have	  been	  honored	  with	  awards	  typically	  held	  by	  top	  wineries	  



	  

	  

based	  in	  California	  and	  Spain.	  Greg	  Koenig,	  owner	  and	  winemaker	  of	  Koenig	  Vineyards	  

acknowledges	  that	  the	  results	  are	  starting	  to	  show.	  “National	  and	  international	  critics	  are	  now	  

awarding	  Idaho	  wineries	  with	  high	  ratings,	  awards	  and	  critical	  acclaim	  for	  what	  local	  

winemakers	  have	  known	  for	  a	  long	  time:	  that	  wines	  grown	  in	  the	  soils	  and	  climate	  of	  the	  Snake	  

River	  Valley	  can	  be	  among	  the	  world's	  best.”	  	  For	  a	  list	  of	  award	  winning	  wines,	  please	  visit	  the	  

Idaho	  Wine	  Commission	  website.	  	  	  

	  

	  
###	  	  

About	  the	  Idaho	  Wine	  Commission:	  The	  Idaho	  Wine	  Commissions	  markets	  and	  promotes	  all	  Idaho	  wineries	  and	  
growers.	  There	  are	  51	  wineries	  with	  1300	  vineyard	  acres	  planted.	  In	  2013,	  the	  wine	  industry	  contributed	  

$169.3	  million	  to	  Idaho’s	  economy.	  Visit	  www.idahowines.org	  for	  more	  information	  about	  wineries,	  vineyards,	  
and	  events	  in	  Idaho.	  (208)	  332-‐1538	  moya@idahowines.org.	  


